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interpolated (by the original editor) in a chapter of a
different date. In very few cases, however, is it
possible to fix the precise sequence of the chapters,
or the exact year in which they were first spoken. All
that can be done is to arrange them in certain groups,
each of which belongs to a limited period; but we
cannot as a rule state the position each chapter should
occupy within its proper group. The four groups,
however, into which Noldeke divides the 114 chapters
enable the student to gain nearly as coherent an
impression of the gradual development of the doctrine
and style of Mohammad as if the order were more
minutely detailed.*"

During the years of struggle and persecution at
Mekka, which have been briefly described in Chapter
II., ninety out of the 114 chapters of the Koran were
revealed, amounting to about two-thirds of the whole
book. All these chapters are inspired with but one
great design, and are in strong contrast with the
complicated character of the later chapters issued at
Medina. In the Mekka chapters Mohammad appears
in the unalloyed character of a prophet; he has not
yet ass anied the functions of a statesman and law-
giver. His object is not to give men a code or a
constitution, but to call them to the worship of the
One Grod. This is the only aim of the Mekkan

* This order is preserved in the selected chapters from the
Koran published in my " Speeches and Table Talk of the Prophet
Mohammad " (Macmillan, 1882), where I have endeavoured to
present all that was permanent in the teaching of Mohammad in
the smallest possible compass.